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We believe in unleashing the originality of every child.

Cover art by Ellen Sanders, age 10
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EXPLORING LINE

YOU WILL NEED
✔
✔
✔
✔

1
Gather a variety of found objects
such as paper cups, cardboard
and foam pieces. Tape string to a
rolling pin.

4
Press an object into the wet ink to
pick up as much ink as you can.

1

Crayola Markers
Crayola Glue Stick
Spray Bottle
Found Objects

2
Draw marker on the plastic surface
using the flat side of the marker.

5
Make a print on the paper by
pressing the inked object onto it
and applying pressure, or rolling
the object across the surface.

✔
✔
✔
✔

Scissors
Plastic Surface
Paper 30.5 x 45.7 cm
Paper Strip 30.5 cm x 1.3 cm

3
Spray the marker lightly with a small
amount of water.

6
Turn the paper into a small book.
Begin by folding the paper in half
twice in both directions to make 16
boxes.

EXPLORING LINE

7
Place the paper print side down.
Draw dots at the intersection of the
boxes as shown. Cut along the
folds and stop at each dot.

10

8
Place the paper with the printed
side facing up. Begin at one end
and make accordion folds to the
end of the row.

11

Fold the two end papers out. These
will make the cover of the book.

Gently fold the 2 end papers together
and make two small cuts at each
end as shown.

13

14

Put a small amount of glue stick on
the inside of the strip to keep it from
slipping out.

Add a construction paper cover if
you like. Use glitter glue to decorate it.
Tuck the ends of the strips of paper
into each side of the book to close it.

9
When you get to the end of each
row, fold paper away from you and
continue with the accordion folds.

12
Fold the thin strip of paper in half.
Slip it into the bottom opening and
out the top opening on each side of
the covers.

2

EXPLORING SHAPE

YOU WILL NEED
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

1
Draw a semi-circle the full width of
a piece of bristol board and cut it
out.

4
Fold the bristol board into a cone.
Measure it so it fits your head.
Staple the cone together.

3

2
Use shape tracers and crayons to
make a design all over the bristol
board. Use geometric and organic
shapes. Create patterns.

5
Use markers to scribble lots of
coloured lines all over a piece of
tissue paper.

Crayola Markers
Crayola Crayons
Crayola Watercolours
Crayola Washable Glue
Scissors
Half Sheet Bristol Board
Tissue Paper
Glitter Glue
Embellishments
Spray Bottle

3
Use watercolours to paint over the
whole bristol board. Use several
colours and let them mix together.

6
Lightly spray the tissue paper with
water.

EXPLORING SHAPE

7
When the tissue paper is dry softly
crunch it into a long strip.

8
Staple the tissue paper to the base
of the cone

9
Decorate the cone with glitter glue
and other things.

4

EXPLORING FORM

YOU WILL NEED
✔ Crayola Modeling Clay
✔ Tools such as garlic press,
popsicle sticks, toothbrush,
gouging tool, pin tool

1
Gather a variety of tools for creating
texture and joining the modeling
clay.

4
Make it into a smooth, round ball.

5

2
BUILDING BLOCKS – BALL
Begin by practising how to make
some basic forms. Make a rough
ball with your fingers.

5
BUILDING BLOCKS – COIL
Spread your fingers and apply light,
even pressure as you roll the modeling clay across the surface of the
placemat.

✔ Plastic Placemat

3
Roll it around and around
between the palms of your hands.

6
Make coils in different lengths and
thicknesses.

EXPLORING FORM

7
BUILDING BLOCKS – CYLINDER
Roll out a short, thick coil. Tap the
ends onto the placemat to make
them flat and smooth.

10

8
USE THE BUILDING BLOCKS
To make a standing animal (dog)
roll out a short thick coil for the body
and 4 short small coils for the legs.

11

Roll a ball for the head. Join it firmly
to the body.

Make a short cylinder for a snout.
Attach it to the ball.

13

14

Open the mouth and round the
edges. Add a nose (ball) and a
tongue (small flattened coil).

Add texture and other details to
make your animal unique.

9
Press the modeling clay pieces
firmly to each other. Use a stick to
blend the joint to make it stronger.

12
Use a stick to cut through the middle
of the snout.
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EXPLORING TEXTURE

YOU WILL NEED
✔
✔
✔
✔

1
Make a gouging tool by taping a
large paperclip to the end of a
pencil. Make a pin tool by taping an
open paperclip to the end of a
pencil. Gather other tools.

4
Flatten a small ball of clay with your
fingers and the palm of your hand.

7

Crayola Air Dry Clay
Paint Brush
Various Clay Tools
Plastic Lid

2
Make slip. Begin by placing several
lumps of clay into a container and
adding a small amount of water.

5
Use a rolling pin or piece of dowel
to roll it into a slab about 1.5 cm
thick.

✔ Plastic Placemat
✔ Water Container

3
Mix the clay and water together. If it
is too watery add more clay and
continue to squeeze the clay through
your fingers until it dissolves.

6
Use the pin tool to scratch cross
hatched lines into the clay where
you want to join another piece of
clay. This is called scoring the clay.

EXPLORE TEXTURE

7
Paint slip on top of the score lines.
This is called 'score and slip'
technique.

10

8
Place a small ball of clay into the
garlic press and squeeze it out.

11

Roll a long thin coil of clay. As you
roll the clay spread your fingers and
apply gentle, even pressure to
slowly stretch the clay.

Score and slip the spot where you
will join the coil to the slab. Place
the coil on the prepared spot.

13

14

Use the gouging tool to scrape
away clay from the slab. Continue
adding and removing clay to create
at least 3 levels.

Experiment with ways to make
different textures. Remember to
score and slip before adding any
pieces of clay.

9
Place it on top of the scored and
slipped spot and gently blend the
edges into the slab to make a
smooth join.

12
Use the back of your fingernail to
join the edges to the slab. Smooth
the clay with your finger
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EXPLORING SPACE

YOU WILL NEED
✔
✔
✔
✔

1
Tape the paper to a plastic placemat. Draw the background scene
getting inspiration from research
photos.

4
Paint over dry areas. Painting purple
over the other colours helps create
the feeling of shadows and depth.

9

Crayola Markers
Crayola Glue Stick
Paint Brush
Foam Core Board

2
Block in key details in pencil. Draw
an outline with marker. Paint into
the marker with water. Draw some
marker onto a plastic lid.

5
Set the background picture aside.
Refer to your research photo as you
draw your animal. Use the marker
technique to colour the animal
drawing.

✔ Scissors
✔ Plastic Placemat
✔ Crayola Marker and
Watercolour paper

3
Paint into the marker with water to
liquify it. Colour large areas of your
scene using this marker ink. Use
both techniques to complete your
scene.

6
Photocopy (or draw) and colour the
animal in two smaller sizes, for
example, one at 75% and another
at 50% of original size.

EXPLORING SPACE

7
Gently remove the tape from the
background drawing. Cut out all 3
animal drawings.

10

8
Figure out where you want to place
the animals. The smallest should
be highest and the largest should
be lowest on the picture plane.

11

Position it and lightly press it into
place.

Place a spare piece of paper over
the animal and rub it gently. The
paper keeps the animal shape
from tearing or moving while you
press it onto the page.

13

14

Put glue on each piece of foam core
board. Press the animal shape onto the
picture. Gently turn it over and press
the back of the paper to fix the large
animal in place.

Add some shadows under the
animals to add to the feeling of
depth.

9
Once you are happy with the
arrangement begin to glue the
animals down. Glue the smallest
one first.

12
Glue some small pieces of foam
core board onto the back of the
largest animal. These will raise the
shape and make the whole
composition feel more 3-D.
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EXPLORING COLOUR

YOU WILL NEED
✔
✔
✔
✔

1
Use the primary, secondary and tertiary
coloured oil pastels to colour the inner
shapes of the wheel.

4
Use a second plastic lid for the rest
of your colours. Make sure you get
clean water and wash your brush
before you start.

11

Crayola Oil Pastels
Crayola Tempera Paint
Crayola Glue Stick
Scissors

2
Mix tempera paint to colour the
outer shapes of the wheel. Take a
very small amount of two primary
colours to start.

5
Choose a theme and find pictures in
magazines to match the colours of
your wheel. Fill the inside space
with colours.

✔
✔
✔
✔

Round Headed Fastener
Template
Magazines
Paint Brush and Plastic Lids

3
Paint a primary colour in two of the
large circles. Mix the secondary and
tertiary colours to match the oil
pastel colours between the two
primary colours you painted.

6
Cut out the spinner at the bottom of
the template. Attach it with a paper
fastener. Use it to find complementary
colours.
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EXPLORING VALUE

YOU WILL NEED
✔
✔
✔
✔

1
Draw a fat snake the length of the
paper.

4
Paint the tip of the snake white.
Then mix the primary colour into the
white to make the palest tint.

13

Crayola Tempera Paint
Crayola Paint Brush
Crayola Glitter Glue
Crayola Washable Glue

2
Divide the snake into about 9
evenly spaced sections. This will be
your value scale.

5
Gradually add more colour to the
tint you just mixed to make the next
section slightly darker.

✔ Embellishments
✔ Bristol Board 16.5 x 30.5 cm
✔ Paint Palette

3
Choose a primary colour and white
to work with. Place a small amount
of paint on the palette.

6
Continue painting the sections of
the scale. End with the primary
colour unmixed.

EXPLORING VALUE

7
Use a black marker to decorate the
snake with interesting line patterns.
Make up your own patterns or try
some zentangles.

10

8
Add some glitter glue and other
embellishments to complete the
snake. Use this artwork for the
cover of a book.

11

Paper clip all the pages together to
hold them in place. Use a paper
punch to make holes at the dots.

Poke an elastic band from the back
to the front through one hole.

13

14

Repeat for the other hole to fasten the
book together.

Use the book for writing colourful
poetry and stories.

9
Stack papers with the snake on top.
Place a popsicle stick at the left end
and mark 2 dots on the inside edge
about 2 cm down from each end of
the stick.

12
Place the popsicle stick through the
loop of the elastic band on the front.
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YOU WILL NEED

EARLY YEARS

✔
✔
✔
✔

1
PREPARE – Pour primary colours
into paper cups and place an eye
dropper into each cup. Have
enough paper out for each student.

4
Open up the paper. What do you
notice? What colour was created
when red and yellow mixed
together?

15

Crayola Washable Paint
Crayola Washable Glue
Construction Paper Crayons
Black Construction Paper

2
STUDENT ACTIVITY –
Choose 2 primary colours. Put a
few drops of each colour onto the
paper.

5
Choose 2 different primary colours.
Put a few drops of each colour onto
the paper.

✔
✔
✔
✔

Scissors
White Paper 22.9 x 30.5 cm
Googly Eyes
Embellishments

3
Fold the paper in half. Use your
fingers and the palm of your hand
to rub around the sheet.

6
Fold and rub the paper like you did
before. What do you think is going
to happen when you open the
paper?

COLOUR FRIENDS

7
Open up the picture. What do you
notice? What colour was created
when red and blue mixed together?

10

8
Choose 2 different primary colours.
Put a few drops of each colour onto
the paper.

11

Open up the picture. What do you
notice? What colour was created
when yellow and blue mixed
together?

Cut out the shape. What does the
shape remind you of? Decorate it
with glitter glue and other things.

13

14

Use Construction Paper Crayons
to write on the construction paper.

Compare shapes. How are they the
same? How are they different?

9
Fold and rub the paper like you did
before. What do you think is going
to happen when you open the
paper?

12
Glue the finished shape to a piece
of black construction paper. Give it
a title.
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YOU WILL NEED

EARLY YEARS

✔ Crayola Tempera Paint
✔ Crayola Watercolour Paints
✔ Crayola Washable Glue

1
Draw a few sketches of what you
would like to create.

4
Use Washable glue to fasten the
lids onto the canvas. Build up layers
of lids and colours.

17

2
Paint the recycled bottle lids at the
painting centre. Set the lids aside to
dry.

5
Notice how the layers create depth.
See how the negative spaces
contrast with the positive spaces.

✔ Dollar Store Canvas Boards
✔ Paint Brushes
✔ Recycled Bottle Lids

3
Choose colours that will look good
with your design. Use watercolours
to paint the canvas.

EXPLORE TEXTURE
YOU WILL NEED
✔ Crayola Washable Paint
✔ Flat Paintbrushes
✔ Newsprint Paper Pad 45.7 cm x 61 cm
✔ Hamster Shavings
✔ Table Salt
✔ Shredded Coconut
✔ Bubble Wrap
✔ Rolling Pin
✔ String
✔ 3 Paint Containers
✔ 2 Paint Trays

1
Gather all the required materials.

4
Invite students to investigate and
explore on newsprint. Encourage
them to create an art piece using
the textures.

2
Mix salt, coconut and hamster
shavings with paint.

3
Put out the texture paints you
created, along with the bubble
wrap, rolling pins, paint trays and
newsprint.

5
Invite children to share their work
and talk about what they discovered
in the centre.
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ELEMENTS OF DESIGN BOOKLET
Photocopy the opposite page of this book. Follow the instructions below to make a handy reference guide students
can use in their art class. Have them create their own cover design using the elements of design.

1
Trim the edges of the paper.

4
Fold paper in half lengthwise.
Make a firm crease. Unfold the
paper. There should be creases
along the edges of each of the
posters – these will be the pages
in the book.

7
Keep pushing until the pages line
up.

2
Fold paper in half widthwise.
Make a firm crease. Unfold the
paper.

5
Fold paper widthwise with the
poster sides showing. Cut from the
FOLD side along the dotted line.
Stop at the intersection of the folds.
Unfold the paper.

8
Flatten the paper.

3
Fold each end into the centre of the
paper so the edges line up with the
centre fold. Make a firm crease.
Unfold the paper.

6
Fold paper lengthwise with the
posters showing. Hold the ends of
the paper and push towards the
centre until you see a box forming.

9
Fold in half to create the booklet.
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Links to World Art

Assessment Tools
COLOUR CREATURE PAINTING – Self-Assessment
EXPECTATIONS
1.

2.

LEVEL 1

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 3

I completed the painting with technical
accomplishment.
• Careful planning
• Attention to detail
• Imaginative composition
• Effective use of materials
• Effective use of colour theory
• Paper in good condition

3.

I mixed paint to create a secondary colour and
several shades.
• All secondary and tertiary colours mixed

1.

Things I learned by making this painting are

2.

Making this painting reminds me of

I created 2 value scales.
• Distinct steps from one tint to the next
• All tints mixed

because

3.

If I did this project again next time I would

4.

Based on this reflection I think I achieved the following level

NAME:

4

3

2

1

DATE:

Used with permission of CrayolaTeachers.ca

Outstanding visual arts lessons and resources for teachers!
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