CONSTRUCTION SITE! Art-Based Dramatic Play Centre

Learning Goals
Students will be able to:
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  

Work independently and self-regulate;
Create personal responses to the centre materials;
Share their ideas with peers; and
Demonstrate a sense of accomplishment.

Extensions
1.   Creative Centre- Have children paint, draw and create houses out of modeling compounds. Add
materials to your creative centre that go with the building theme. For example, popsicle sticks, pipe
cleaners, play dough and Model Magic.
2.   Writing Centre - Ask children to write a list of supplies you need to build a house.
3.   Science - Have children look at different types of bricks and stones.
4.   Listening, Language and Story Telling - Provide lots of construction books such as, Building our
House by Jonathan Beam, Build this City by Lego, Construction Crews by Jo Ann Early Macken
and Construction Worker by Heather Miller
5.   Geography – Research where different types of stone and brick come from.
6.   Sensory - Have children build houses in the sand table. Add a little water into the sand to make the
sand like cement. Add materials such as shovels and pails.
7.   Mathematics – Have children form houses with wooden pattern blocks. Encourage pattering and
details.

Prepare
Gather the Construction Site materials and place them in a central area.
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
7.  
8.  
9.  
10.  
11.  

Markers
Glitter Glue
Blunt Tip Scissors
Crayons
Glue Sticks
Pencils
Construction Hats
Tools
Construction Signs
House Floor Plans
Foam Bricks

Introduction
During your read aloud or circle time read stories that relate to building. Teach a new poem or song that
also relates to construction, for example, My Little House and Can You Hammer a Nail?

The Challenge
Children challenge themselves to use their imagination and problem-solving skills as they explore ideas in
the centre.

The Process
Plan and set up the construction site as a class. Some children may have no experience with
construction. Talk about the signs and what they mean as you are putting them up. Allowing children to
help set up gives them a chance to see and learn about the materials used on a construction site. Children
will be using their imagination and problem-solving skills, and will gain a sense of responsibility as they
work through the process.
1.   Use a small table as a work bench and put the tool box there along with the tools.
2.   Stack bricks up in piles for children to use to build.
3.   Put signs up on the wall together with the children. Talk about each sign when putting it up so all the
children understand the meaning of the sign.
4.   Put some hooks on the wall or have a hook stand for construction hats, vest and tool belt.
5.   Put out any other items you may have like work gloves, safety glasses and measuring tapes.

6.   On a desk or table in the dramatic play centre include a Creativity Kit. A Creativity Kit is a bin containing
Crayola products such as washable markers, crayons, glitter glue, glue sticks, blunt tip scissors, pencils
and paper. Encourage children to create signs for the construction site, write a list of what they need to
build a house or to simply draw pictures of what they would want their house to look like.
7.   Encourage children to create materials for the Construction Site. Children might focus on safety signs.
Teacher Prompts:
•  
•  

What signs might you see on a construction site? We should make signs, what would some signs say?
Where could you look for words in the classroom if you need help spelling words for your sign?
I like how you, Sam and Nick, built your house together. Why did you build it that way? Can you share it
with the class? Talk about the style?

Sharing
During sharing time allow children to share what they learned about home builders and construction, and
what they may have created at the creative centre that relates to construction. A student might even want
to share a personal story or experience about moving into a new home.

The Construction Site! centre provides children with personally meaningful, daily writing activities.
Displaying their work encourages children to learn from and inspire each other.

